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so far from favouring it as, if he thought that his son and
heir after him would give any toleration thereunto, he would
wish him fairly burned before his eyes ". It was the violent
language of a weak man. But weak as he was James was
almost alone in his leanings towards toleration. An order
was issued for the execution of the penal laws, which judges
and others were only too eager to obey, and the immediate
result was that nearly six thousand persons were convicted
of recusancy. Persecution was followed by conspiracy; the
enforcement of the penal laws by Gunpowder Plot.

An ingenious attempt has recently been made to represent
the plot as a manufactured conspiracy devised by zealous
Protestants for the purpose of terrifying the King into perse-
cution. " There are," writes Father Gerard, " grave reasons
for the conclusion that the whole transaction was dexter-
ously contrived for the purpose which in fact it opportunely
served, by those who alone reaped benefit from it,"l in other
words, by Robert Cecil (Lord Salisbury), and the ultra-
Protestants. Mr. S. R. Gardiner has, however, completely
knocked the bottom out of Father Gerard's argument, and
we may, therefore, if we will, continue to celebrate the Guy
Fawkes' festival, secure from the haunting dread that we are
assisting in the perpetuation of an historical imposture.2

Meanwhile, the vicious circle was completed. The en-
forcement of the penal laws drove the Catholic extremists
into a treasonable and murderous conspiracy; the conspir-
acy shattered all possibilities of toleration, and impelled the
Government to further penal legislation. Viewed from the
lofty eminence of twentieth-century criticism, such legislation
appears to be both wicked and stupid. But the seventeenth
century was far removed from the twentieth; the time for

1 Father Gerard, What Was Gunpowder Plot ?   The Traditional Story
tested by Original Evidence.

2 S. R. Gardiner, What Gunpowder Plot Was.superstitious religion, and that he was
